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Maine; he was dressed in violet and stood at the
door. The carriage crossed the boulevards of
Paris; and a huge crowd kept shouting "Long live
the King!", and admired their sovereign's beauty,
his pretty smile and his good graces, while he
repeated himself: "Long live the King!"

Dangeau was right when he cried that it was
impossible to add to the people's love and affection
for the king. In spite of his youth he had to be
present at the Court of Justice on i^th September
1715, a wearisome duty for a child of five; and
he played his part with ease, seemed quite ion-
self-conscious, kept still, and did not complain of
the heat. He was already getting used to his
profession of kingship. In their turn he received
the Dutch Ambassador and the Deputies of
Languedoc, took an interest in what he saw and
heard, asked intelligent questions, worked hard
without becoming bored, and displayed a "wonder-
ful memory. He spoke in public without shyness
or confusion, and made little speeches. His mind
was alert and entertaining, and unusually acute.
The opinions of Lemontey, Henri Martin, Michelet
and numbers of others must give way before the
irrefutable evidence of modern criticism.

If he had been lazy, narrow, cruel and wicked,
Louis XV would have been a kind of monster.
An iniquitously false legend with no serious
foundation has been wantonly spread. It has
distorted his character, giving rise to hateful tales,
encouraging questionable story-tellers, and hailing
joyfully the most unlikely accusations. Text-books